The Order of Common Worship

Westminster Presbyterian Church

November 30, 2025
10:30 a.m.

“Worship the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth.” --Psalm 96:9
“...true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.” --Jobn 4:23
“What is the chief end of man? To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” --Shorter Catechism

Welcome to Westminster!

Prelude: Prelude on “Veni, veni Emmanuel” Paul Fey
Greeting Scott Winter
Call to Worship: based on Psalm 85:7-13

Rev. Dr. Whitney Alexander

Show us your unfailing love, O God, our Savior,

And grant us your salvation.

Listen to what the Lord our God says:

He promises peace to his people, who are his beloved saints.

The Lord will indeed give what is good.

Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.

May the Lord make his holy face to shine upon us in this time of Advent worship.
May we see God’s face and so know peace.

Prayer of Invocation

The Lighting of the Advent Candle The Scott Winter Family

*Hymn of Adoration: “Joy to the World! The Lord is Come” Celebrating Grace #102

Call to Confession based on Isaiah 40:3
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.”” Prepare the way of the Lord! Let us make

our confession to God.

Corporate Confession of Sin

Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not
know how to prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in
miracles; we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; we get distracted
by all the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God. Grant us the
simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the Magi, and
the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may journey with them to
Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born for us. Now, in the quiet
of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen

Assurance of Pardon and The Lord’s Prayer based on 1saiah 40:1-2

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Your sins are pardoned.

The penalty is paid.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn of Thanksgiving: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Celebrating Grace #83
Celebrations and Concerns of the Church

Prayer requests can be made via bulletin tear-off, Facebook Messenger, gulfportchurch.org, the
OR code on the back of the bulletin, or by calling the church office at (228) §64-3143.

Prayers of the People

The Offertory “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” arr. Carter

*Doxology Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*Prayer of Dedication

*Scripture Reading: Joshua 13:1 Pew Bible p. 222

Sermon: “Aging Gracefully” Rev. Dr. Whitney Alexander

*Confession of Faith: “The Apostles’ Creed”

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting, Amen.

*Hymn of Commitment: “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” Celebrating Grace #143

*Benediction Rev. Dr. Whitney Alexander
*Passing of the Peace

*Postlude: Intermezzo on “Carol of the Bells” arr. Dixon

*If you are able, please stand.

lhe flowers in the sancluary are given te
the glory of God and in appreciation of ol
whe prepared the church for the
Christmas season.

Please take a moment to complete the registry of fellowship section of this bulletin. Childcare is
available in our nursery during worship. Restrooms are located down the main bhall, and there is
an emergency exit at the front right of the sanctuary. We enconrage your prayer requests and
questions about our family of faith’s mission and ministry. Please see a greeter or an Elder if we
can be of any assistance.

Registry of Fellowship - November 30, 2025

Name(s):

O Member O First Time Visitor O Return Visitor
For our visitors:

Address:

Phone:
Email:

0 I would like a call from the pastor (please list phone number above).
0 I would like information on becoming an active member of Westminster.

0 I would be willing to provide supper for LifeHouse Youth when meeting.

Prayer Requests:

Would you like a prayer card sent? 0 Yes* 0O No
Please send address for prayer card to office@gulfportchurch.org.
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Announcements

Adult Sunday School: Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the Library
Study is on the Book of Hebrews, led by Dr. Sam Clark
Session Meets: Thursday, Dec. 18 at 6 p.m.
LifeHouse Youth: Sunday, Dec. 21, 5-7 p.m.
Christmas VBS: Monday Dec. 22, 9-11:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service: Wednesday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m.

2026 Stewardship Campaign

Thank you to all who have contributed to our 2026 Stewardship Campaign. We are
encouraged by the strong participation so far and grateful for your faithful support. We

are encouraging every member to take part, and if you have not yet had the
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Alice Bellanger, Youth Director
LeAnn Davis, Church Administrator
Angela Hudson, Nursery Care
Jeanie Pollard, Organist
Tim Silkman, Focilities Manager
Chip Westbrook, Personnel Committee Chair

Check in and give online today.

g TITHE.LY Online giving available at gulfportchurch.org or through the Tithe.ly app.
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