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PRAYER WARRIOR CELEBRATION BREAKFAST 

What a joy to gather February 12 for Westminster’s renewed 
Prayer Warrior Breakfast and Youth Sunday.  Forty-five children 
of this church are enrolled in the Prayer Warrior program, which 
means an adult member of the church has committed to pray 
daily for those young people.  Don’t forget: Prayer, in and of 
itself, is powerful; however, don’t neglect gathering regularly for 
worship.  Imagine 45 children—and their parents and prayer 
warriors—all gathered together to give glory to God and to be in 
joyful relationship with each other! 

Youth Sunday featured a liturgy—including sermon—provided 
entirely by the church’s youth.  A small ensemble—piano, two 
violins, and bass—offered a setting of “Jesus Loves Me” for the 
offertory.  Many thanks to our LifeHouse Youth, Youth 
Director, and parents for facilitating Westminster’s youth’s 
leadership of worship.  (more photos on page 2) 



UPCOMING IN WORSHIP 
Each Sunday until Holy Week, Westminster will explore a part of Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, which is 
widely known as “the little epistle of joy.” 

March 5: Philippians 3:1-11.  The greatest identity one may ever have in life is “Christian.” 
March 12: Philippians 3:12-4:1.  Paul encourages the church toward faithfulness even in the face of struggle and 

persecution. 
March 19: Philippians 4:2-9.  Joy and peace, inside and outside, come from minds united around what is good and 

honorable.  
March 26: Break in series.  Commissioned Pastor (ret.) Bill Pettey will preach. 

 
Upcoming worship schedule for Palm Sunday and Holy Week: 

April 2: Palm Sunday.  Egg hunt to follow worship, which will include the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
April 6: Maundy Thursday.  Service at 7 p.m., including the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
April 7: Good Friday Tenebrae.  Service at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church in downtown Gulfport. 
April 9: Sunrise Service.  Service at 6 a.m. in church courtyard or Fellowship Hall in case of inclement weather. 
April 9: Festival Easter Service.  Service will include selections for brass and organ. 
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STEWARDSHIP: A huge thank you to all who have supported Westminster’s mission 
through your 2023 pledge!  Our pledge campaign has had ~60% response, so are still 
striving to reach our 100% response goal.  Please return your pledge card if you haven’t 
pledged--you can either specify an amount or let us know that you can’t commit at this 
time.  Every response is so important . . . these are examples of what your pledge can do! 

Pledge per 
month 

Pledge per 
year 

Activities Funded 

$5 $60 

• Communion administered to home-bound members 

• Candles for Christmas Eve service 

• A month’s worth of Sunday School art supplies 

$10 $120 
• Christmas gift bags delivered to home-bound members 

• Fried chicken for a potluck 

$25 $300 • One month of youth group meals 

$50 $600 • Special music at Christmas and Easter 

$100 $1,200 
• A year’s worth of Sunday School art supplies 

• Bi-annual organ tuning 

$150 $1,800 
• Congregational Life Committee (Social gatherings, 

homebound/illness support, etc) annual budget 

$300 $3,600 
• Discipleship Formation Committee (Sunday School!) 

annual budget 

$500 $6,000 • One month of insurance 

MISSIONS NOTE: THE KINDNESS FOUNDATION: Don’t miss this Sunday’s presentation by a visiting mission 
partner!  Westminster is a long-time supporter of The Kindness Foundation, which places Russian and Ukrainian 
language Bibles in schools in Russia and Ukraine, respectively, as part of a state-sanctioned effort to introduce a 
Christian moral system to both nations after the fall of communism.  Dr. Olga Lutsenko, founder and president 
of the foundation, will visit Westminster during the 9:15 a.m. Sunday School hour on March 5 and offer a minute 
for mission during worship.  Come hear more about this ministry, the current situation between Russia and 
Ukraine, and how COVID-19 affected our partners’ work. 

MISSIONS NOTE: FEED MY SHEEP 

Can you believe that 
Westminster’s own home-
grown ministry, Feed My 
Sheep, turns 40 years old 

this year?  Just since 2005, the year 
Hurricane Katrina destroyed older 
records, Feed My Sheep has served well 
in excess of three million meals to 
anyone who is hungry: No questions 
asked.  In recent years, nearly 3/5 of 
Feed My Sheep’s daily meals have been 
served to the homebound and elderly 
through seven home delivery routes.  To 
celebrate, Feed My Sheep will host a 
volunteer appreciate event March 13 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Community Life Center in Long 
Beach.  All those who have given time or 
treasure to this ministry are invited to 
attend. 
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Westminster’s three scouting organizations continue to do great ministry with youth and children on behalf of the congregation.  On 
January 29, Westminster had its highest worship attendance in months at the annual Scout Sunday celebration.  Our three troop 
masters and leaders spoke about Westminster’s role in supporting these organizations and how each one is producing young men and 
women of character for the community.  The Cub Scout leaders awarded “Duty to God” awards to each boy who had completed his 
work toward that “adventure,” as Cub Scout lessons are called.  Many thanks, especially, to the Congregational Life committee for 
facilitating a tremendous potluck lunch afterward. 

On February 25, Westminster’s Fellowship Hall was full of Cub Scouts and their parents celebrating Pack 209’s annual “Blue and 
Gold Banquet.”  That same weekend, Girl Scout Troop 3542 spent the night at IMMS for “Dozing with Dolphins,” a special event 
that allows young people to explore the ocean and marine life.  The girls are also finishing up their annual cookie sale: Did you know 
more than 6,000 boxes of Girl Scout cookie have passed through the Fellowship Hall, which is Troop 3542’s distribution site, this 
year? 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
CONGREGATION 

The congregation of 
Westminster held its annual 
meeting February 26 over a 
potluck lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Each current 
ruling elder serving on session 
presented information about 
his or her ministry area, 
including how members can 
use their gifts by serving in 
these areas.  The congregation 

also ratified the session’s budget and pastor’s terms of call for 2023.  Copies of the annual report are available in the narthex, or can 
be mailed upon request.  The congregation will again meet in April or May to elect the next slate of church officers. 

Do you feel called to serve as a church officer?  Do you know someone you believe to have the giftedness and skills to be a church officer?  See Chip 
Westbrook, chair, congregational nominating committee chair, to share any ideas or request more information. 

WESTMINSTER’S SCOUTS 



Coast Ecumenical Fellowship at VA 

The Coast Ecumenical Fellowship and the Biloxi VA chaplains held a seminar for 
local pastors on February 28.  Chaplains provided practical sessions on identifying 
and responding to “Moral Injury,” which is a relatively new field of mental health 
study.  Moral Injury occurs when someone in a position of authority causes him-or
-herself or another to violate a deeply held moral standard.  It is common in 
military members, but is now being recognized in many fields, such as pastoral 
ministry, medicine, and others.  Moral Injury often manifests itself in PTSD, 
substance abuse, depression, anger, and other destructive behaviors.  Faith 
institutions, especially churches, are well-suited to help people through Moral 
Injury because it innately involves questions of morality and forgiveness that 
clinical practitioners are unable to explore through science and medicine. 

The seminars also included suicide prevention techniques and a broad overview of 
the many services available to veterans. 

HOME COMMUNION 

Westminster is a community of faith that gathers to worship the risen Lord, to hear his Word, and to partake 
of his sacraments. Gathering for worship is the most basic right and responsibility of church membership: 
Neglecting to meet together does harm to the spiritual growth of the individual and also to the spiritual health 
of the church body overall.  

However, the session knows well there are members of our church who by virtue of health or other condition simply cannot leave 
their homes or gather in a crowd; otherwise, they would joyfully be part of the worshipping body. For those members, the session has 
long authorized home delivery of the communion elements by the pastor and a ruling elder. This home communion service is an 
extension of the Lord's Table around which the congregation has gathered for worship: A ruling elder is required to join the pastor in 
home communion, in fact, as he or she functions as a representative of the gathered congregation. 

The session recognizes beloved members of this church have been confined to their homes and have missed the simple joys of going 
to restaurants, making grocery trips, and living life as we know it. We want to make sure the experience of God's love and grace as 
signified by the sacrament of the Lord's Supper is not something that must be missed. Providing for communion with God and one 
another is among the session's greatest joys and responsibilities. 

If you have been unable to leave your home, and would like to receive Communion, please let Pastor Will or any elder know: We will 
be happy to arrange it for you. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
The 2023 sign up sheet for sanctuary flowers is posted on the bulletin 

board next to the nursery or can be found at gulfportchurch.org.  
Flowers are $55.  
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GULFPORT: CITY OF LIGHT PRAYER GATHERINGS 

Local church leaders along with the Coast Ecumenical Fellowship came together at 
Westminster on December 13 for City Council Ward IV’s City of Light Prayer Gathering.  
More than 100 people from across the city prayed for Gulfport’s teachers and students; first 
responders and military personnel; homeless and hungry; churches and pastors; and elected 
officials and public servants.  The final prayer was for God’s continued protection of the city 
as its churches continue to seek revival and renewal of the community. 

The upcoming City of Light Prayer Gathering schedule is as follows: 

• Ward 7: Grace Truth Baptist Church.  March 7 at 6 p.m. 

A city-wide final prayer gathering will be March 23 at 7 p.m. at First Baptist Church of 
Gulfport. 

CHURCH CLEAN UP 

Let’s take care of God’s house together!  It takes many hands each and every week to keep Westminster’s 
beautiful buildings and grounds in good shape as befits good stewards of God’s house.  Many folks labor 

behind the scenes to do regular maintenance: Now, though, the property committee needs the congregation’s help.  Come Saturday, 
March 11 at 8 a.m. to help with chores to make sure Westminster’s building sparkles—especially with Easter approaching! 

WE HAVE A CHOIR! 

The COVID-19 pandemic and shifting 

worship attendance caused 

Westminster to pause its choral music 

ministry in 2020.  However, many of 

the choir’s members along with new 

Westminster members and friends 

have decided—organically—to start 

singing together again!  For now, the 

choir is focused on helping lead the 

congregation in congregational 

singing.  As the group grows, it will 

begin incorporating other music into 

its repertoire.  Would you like to be 

part of this low-pressure group?  

Come to the sanctuary at 10 a.m. on 

Sundays.  See Susan Littell, Bob Chism, 

or Rachel Price for more information. 



ONLINE AND APP-BASED 
GIVING 

Westminster is now set up for 
online and app-based giving. Visit 
gulfportchurch.org to give online, 
or download the secure Tithely 
app from Android or Apple to 
your phone and search for 
Westminster to give via app. For 
additional information, please call 
the church office at (228) 864-
3143. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous meets 

weekly on Thursdays 

at 6 p.m. in the C.E. 

Building.  For more 

information, call the 

church office at  

(228) 864-3143. 

OFFICE DEPOT GIVE BACK TO SCHOOLS 
PROGRAM: SCHOOL CODES: 

Bayou View Elem.: 70058691 

Bayou View Middle: 70058689 

Gulfport High: 70058688 

April 

1 Ted Hammer 

1 Gracey Busby 

2 Christie Batson 

7 Amy Underhill 

9 Pete Bloss 

14 Nancy Lamey 

15 Katy Symmes 

16 Briggs Nault 

19 Joe Gewin 

19 Lilah Congleton 

21 Mallory Symmes 

22 Elaine Dukes 

24 Andrew Allen 

30 John Heath 

March 

7 Robert Wood 

10 Olivia Russell 

19 Gene Cox 

19 Sally Wilson 

20 Terry Barnes 

20 Bryan Batson 

23 Will Shurley 

27 Paula King 

28 Karen Dobbs 

Library Spring Clean 
Our church library is undergoing a makeover. Some 
of the older titles have been phased out and new 
titles are being added to help update our content. 

If you have any Christian fiction or Christian non-fiction books 
that you would be willing to donate to our library, it would be 
greatly appreciated. There will be a donation box set up in the 
library where donations may be placed.  - Susan Littell 
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A PASTORAL NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

Undeniably, the COVID-19 pandemic has altered—possibly forever—patterns of worship attendance 
in churches everywhere.  Westminster is no exception.  At the dawn of 2023, worship attendance 
numbers at Westminster appear to be heading back toward pre-pandemic levels.  Much of this has 
been fueled in the last several months by new members, long-time visitors, and a host of new faces 
who have been arriving.  Online attendance has remained steady after leveling off early in the 
pandemic: The novelty of “church-on-the-couch” has worn off and the realization that virtual worship 
is not the same as in person worship has begun to sink in broadly. 

While this return to normality, particularly through growth, especially in families with children, is to be 
celebrated, it is also true that the number of “active members” who we have not seen on Sunday 
morning in the last six months, and in some cases multiple years, has remained at, to me, worrisome 
and concerning levels.  Of course, the health of Westminster and its ability to continue to “punch 
above its weight” in terms of ministry and programs, is directly dependent on its promise-making 
members’ presence.  As you see elsewhere in these pages, we have 45 children in our prayer warrior 
program, but we will only see a fraction in any given 12 months.  Imagine if all were here at one time!  
You can almost feel and hear the joy and excitement. 

For me as a pastor, though, my worries about worship attendance are not just about the church as an 
institution.  Corporate worship among Christians and personal faith are inextricably linked: The rule, 
with very, very few exceptions, is that as one dies, so does the other.  Relationships—deep friendships, 
even—based on living out a shared faith in a particular community also tend to wither when worship 
becomes neglected.  In short, Westminster, as good churches are, is a family founded upon promises 
before God and one another.  As we were all forced to experience, absence does make the heart grow 
fonder until it becomes simply an unrequited love. 

Certainly, everyone has reasons for what he or she does, chooses to do, is able to do, or is not able to 
do.  More certainly, and without any caveat, it is the session and congregation’s responsibility to go to 
those who are shut in or acutely ill and cannot come to worship so they may receive fellowship and 
care: This is also why we remain committed, as technology and volunteer manpower allow, to 
broadcasting worship live.  My purpose in this note is not to make a judgment call about these things: 
It is, however, to encourage our members to think deeply about how they will spend time meant for 
worship; about the state of their personal faith and its juncture with participation in the covenant 
community of faith; about the unspoken example of faith-and-worship’s importance set for children; 
and about an honest assessment of where and in what faith community they believe and feel they most 
belong. 

There is joy at Westminster these days.  New friends are discovering it; old friends continue to cherish 
it.  May we, in the words of Paul, make it complete for each other.  --WHS 

EASTER FLOWERS ON SALE NOW-MARCH 27! Look for the bulletin insert or call 

the church office to place your order. Easter Lilies (single) will be $20 and 

Hydrangeas (pink) will be $30.   

Note: The cost of the flowers has gone up. The church does not intend to make a profit on the sale 

of special occasion or weekly sanctuary flowers.  

http://gulfportchurch.org/


Children of all ages meet every Sunday to learn from well-prepared teachers more about 
the faith into which they were baptized.  Students are currently learning Old Testament 
stories that form the foundation of Christian discipleship. So far we have learned about -
- and acted out -- stories of Joshua, David, Abraham, and many more.  

All children and youth are welcome to learn about Jesus Christ each week at 9:15 a.m. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch 
The Westminster Ladies Lunch Bunch meets the last 

Friday of each month at 11:30 a.m. On March 31 we’ll 
be at White Cap Seafood Restaurant. RSVP to Rachel 

Price. 

LIFEHOUSE YOUTH UPDATE FROM ALICE BELLANGER:  

LifeHouse Youth Group had a good 

meeting last Sunday, with some very 

enlightening conversations and some 

really amazing curry, courtesy of Mr. Dave 

Carlson. We will meet March 5th and 

March 12th. We will not meet during the 

two weeks that the Gulfport School District 

will be out. Our first meeting in April will 

take place on the second.   

WHAT IS BETTER THAN A DONUT? 

Sharing a donut with our church family on 
Sunday morning!  We love having folks 
bring donuts to church: Would you like to 
get in on this weekly treat?  We are looking 
for volunteers to bring 2-3 dozen donuts to 
the narthex by-or-during the 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday school hour.  You pick your 

favorites: Glazed, chocolate, cake.  Just place them on the table near the 
curio cabinet!  Sign up to volunteer when you get your donut this week! 

WESTMINSTER’S DINERS CLUB 

Westminster Diners will be resuming in March. The 

upcoming hosts will be Elisabeth and Frank Faust and 

Charlotte and Frank Scott. If you’d like more 

information on how to join Diners Club, see Karen 

Barnard. 

UPCOMING CLASSES FOR ADULTS AND OLDER YOUTH 
Discipleship Formation Opportunities: Life-long learning for following Jesus 

 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 
Note: Both adult education classes will be suspended March 5 for Dr. Olga Lutsenko’s presentation about Westminster mission partner The 
Kindness Foundation. 
 
The ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL class is currently studying the Book of Acts.  This class, facilitated by Elder Ted Hammer, 
meets on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the Library.   

 
The WESTMINSTER CONFESSION CLASS began February 19 with an overview of confessionalism and 
the history behind the Westminster Standards, which serve as the Evangelical Presbyterian Church’s 
theological underpinnings.  This class, facilitated by Pastor Will Shurley, meets on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Upcoming topics: God’s Revelation - March 12: Holy Scripture;  
God’s Reign - March 19: God and the Holy Trinity/God’s Eternal Decrees; March 26: Class break. 

 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Women’s Bible Study group meets Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. after the Prayer Group meets.  The class is 
studying Genesis through Jen Wilkin’s study, “God of Creation.” See Karen Barnard for more information. 
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MARCH 2023 
  SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

26 27 28 1 2 3 4 

Children’s Sunday School,  
9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Annual Meeting / Church Potluck, after 
morning worship 

LifeHouse Youth, 5-7 p.m. 

 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

 

 

 AA Meeting,  
6 p.m. 

 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Presentation by Dr. Olga Lutsenko from 
The Kindness Foundation, 9:15 a.m. 

Communion / Worship,  
10:30 a.m.  

LifeHouse Youth, 5-7 p.m.  

 

Cub Scouts,  
6 p.m. 
 

 

       

 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Women’s Bible 
Study,  
11:30 a.m. 

Stewardship 
Committee Meeting,  
1 p.m. 

 
 

AA Meeting,  
6 p.m. 

Highlands & 
Islands Meeting,  
6 p.m. 

 

 Church Cleanup,  
8 a.m. 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Children’s Sunday School,  
9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. 

Confessing our Faith class,  
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

LifeHouse Youth, 5-7 p.m.  

Feed My Sheep 
volunteer /donor 
appreciation at St. 
Thomas, 5-7 p.m.  
 
Girl Scouts,  
6 p.m. 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Women’s Bible 
Study,  
11:30 a.m. 

Discipleship 
Formation,  
6 p.m. 

 
Session Meeting,  
6 p.m. 

AA Meeting,  
6 p.m. 

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Children’s Sunday School,  
9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. 

Confessing our Faith class,  
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  
 
No LifeHouse Youth 

Cub Scouts, 
6 p.m. 

 

 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Women’s Bible 
Study,  
11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting,  
6 p.m. 

 

  

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

Children’s Sunday School,  
9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. 

No Confessing our Faith class 
 
Worship, 10:30 a.m.  
 
No LifeHouse Youth 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Women’s Bible 
Study,  
11:30 a.m. 

 AA Meeting,  
6 p.m. 

 

 

Lunch Bunch at 
White Cap Seafood 
Restaurant, 11:30 
a.m.  

 

Gulfport Schools - Spring Break / Intersession 

Gulfport Schools - Spring Break / Intersession 
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dr. Olga Lutsenko, Founder and 
President of  the Kindness Foundation 
will be at Westminster on March 5. She 
will give a presentation and 
answer questions about 
mission work in Russia 
and Ukraine at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  


